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----- Digging Deeper Will Unearth Unseen Treasures.-----
The United States is one of the younger nations in the western world. A mere 235 years old and for the better part of these years she’s been doing pretty well. At the beginning of WW-II she was the world’s third richest country mainly because she was the most Bible observing country. She was blessed in spite of not having as many revenue producing oversees possessions as the kingdom of the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The latter two vied for the number one and two positions in the world.
After WW-II the Netherlands lost much of her prominence as she lost most of her oversees possessions. The political cause for this was the undue pressure from the United Nations and the United States. But there was a spiritual component to the demise of prominence; it was her people’s diminished observance of biblical principles. To name four: Abortion; same gender marriage; euthanasia, and the virtual “abolition” of the traditional marriage. Attitudes like that will backfire because, “God is not mocked.” (Gal. 6: 7). And, “If you diligently obey the voice of the LORD…and carefully observe all of His commandments… the LORD your God will set you high above all nations…” (Deut. 28: 1)
Thus, “If you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God… and not carefully observe the commandments and His statutes, curses will overtake you..” (Deut. 28: 15).
In 1948, the apple of God’s eye re-emerged and re-gathered from the ashes of Europe as her people were freed from Nazi tyranny by the Allies.

The Jewish people who had survived the Holocaust were promised an area in the Middle East to establish their own country – incidentally that same land mass was already promised to them by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. However, in 1947/’48 the British who administered the area since the end of WW-I reneged on that promise. The Jewish people in Israel, nevertheless and against all odds pro-claimed the birth of the Modern State of Israel on May 14/15, 1948. The attitude of the British, had been very hostile toward the Jewish people since the end of WW-II, and it cost the U.K. their empire. Great Britain’s fall from prominence, was caused by her attitude toward Gods own people. The Scripture is abundantly clear about what one can expect when dealing inappropriately with the apple of God’s eye. Remember God’s promise to Abraham in Gen.
 12: 3, “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you…” Great Britain double-crossed the
founders of the modern State of Israel. The U.K., on which the sun never set, was reduced to a two-bit island-nation in the North Atlantic that is overrun by Muslims and Sikhs. With an Islamic population of 5.5 percent, the Netherlands doesn’t fare much better.
How foolish can you get?

In Psalm 14: 1 we read: “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” And Proverbs 1: 7 adds to that: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom.” – (and consequently remain fools). 
In the interest of wisdom, take a look at what I mentioned before: G-d’s rules are simple, be careful to observe! When you do, you will be blessed and if you don’t, you can count on curses. Jeconiah failed the royal line, G-d eliminated him and replaced him with Nathan; royal line repaired. In 1st Kings 9: 10 -11: 8, we see the world’s wisest king make some very unwise decisions, to name a few: Selling Israeli real estate to a foreign power; enslavement of non-Israeli but legal residents (the same the Egyptians did to the Hebrews some 596 years prior); he started multiplying wealth and breeding horses; he then married foreign women which led to copious idolatry (spiritual adultery). By doing all this he effectively broke the Davidic covenant. HaShem’s covenants however can only be broken by Him but, His faithfulness prevented it from happening. He didn’t allow it to happen in spite of the faithlessness of Solomon.
 “For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his G-d, as was the heart of his father David.” -- 1st Kings 11: 4 

Proverbs 22: 6 says, (Train up a child in the way he should go, and (even) when he is old he will not depart from it). We often hear that, taking your children with you to “church,” sticking them in Sunday School and Youth Group, and giving them a spiritual “Christian” upbringing and education, it will turn them into sweet, obedient, and spiritually “Christian” babies; children; youngsters; ado-lescents, and adults. This is however not what it means in the context of the proverb. Solomon is a perfect example considering that it probably was he who wrote that proverb. If anybody ever departed from his godly upbringing, it was Solomon even though G-d Himself was involved in Solomon’s upbringing (1st Kngs 3: 5; 9:2; 11: 9) and he failed royally. To “Train up a child in the way he should go” pertains to the child’s bent, inclination, ambition and
skills development potential that already exists in the little brain before the child starts talking. It says, “in the way he (or she) should go.” It doesn’t say “in the way the parents think he should go. Often children do not know for a long time what they want to do with their life but have all kinds of fascinations. Somewhere in that plethora of interests are indications of latent or developing skills that need to be discussed between parent and child. If your child displays or expresses an interest in music or the arts at a young age, for heaven’s sake encourage him in that direction and don’t suggest that he becomes a carpenter or bricklayer because the union wages are out of this world. If he has academic inclinations and tends to be very caring with animals, don’t suggest that he gets a job in a garage or bakery because he, or she, may be a veterinarian in disguise. You see, there is a difference between a spiritually oriented upbringing – e.g. as in Deut. 6: 4-9 -- and a mentally oriented skills devel-opment program. Both are vitally important for a spiritually and mentally godly individual and godly parents must know the difference as they are the guardians of both till the individual is on his or her own. Hopefully, by then, they not only will be professionally responsible adults but also know that they’re on their way to heaven and live life accord-ingly while dealing with their own children in a scripturally appropriate manner; “in the way they should go!”
Have You Ever Thought of This?
“You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take anything from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” – Deut. 4: 2
Thus, we are not to add to Scripture and neither are we to omit parts. But how is it when we overlook parts because we are literarily challenged? In the same chptr we also read that we are to be “careful to observe” (vs 6). When we overlook things – in essence the same as omitting them – does that give us an excuse for not observing these things? Try that next time you’re stopped by the sheriff for not seeing a red light.
Here is something most of you have missed so far. Bear with me as it may seem very controversial at first sight. It’s about our belief that “Jesus did it all.” What did He do that 

we consider “All?” I know your answer it is the same as mine before I knew better. “He saved me.” “He saved me by dying for my sin.” O, really? Would you be offended if I told you that this is not what saved you?

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” – John 3: 16

The principle of salvation embedded in this verse – which every Believer knows by heart – I didn’t comprehend until I started digging in TANAKH (O. T.) where I found this principle expressed on the shore of the Red Sea. You have a problem because of your tendency to look at the N.T. as a
unit but it is only part of a unit that includes the O.T.
 “…And see the SALVATION of the LORD…” (Ex.14: 13)
In Hebrew, REDEMPTION, SALVATION, RESCUE, and DELIVERANCE, all relating to being saved by an act of God, is HATZALAH “Therefore say to the children of Israel: I Adonai; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will RESCUE you from their bondage, and I will REDEEM you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.” – Ex. 6: 6 (Strong’s pg.33, Heb. #2020)
There are however two parts to the process of our Salvation.

“Hatzalah requires no action on the part of the person being saved. Yeshuah, (now isn’t that interesting) however, is the part of the process in which the recipient of salvation participates.”

Moshe thought that HATZALAH would be the entire process by which the children of Israel would be saved by HaShem as they stood on the Red Sea shore at the southernmost point of the Sinai Peninsula. It had been over a year ago that the LORD had said to him what we just read in Ex. 6: 6. At this point, now standing on that shore and the pursuing Egyptian army nipping at their heels, things were getting a bit uncomfortable. Moshe still didn’t know what would be next until he heard from the LORD: “And the LORD said to Moshe, ‘why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.’” (Ex 14: 15). In other words, “don’t just stand there, move!”
HaShem did not agree with Moshe’s supposition of hatzalah. The passage through the Red Sea would indeed have been a case of hatzalah only, if it had been like a new-born being pushed through the birth canal by the mother’s action. The LORD did split the sea but the Israelites had to cross it and, do so on their own power and by their own volition according to Ex. 14: 15. If, after HaShem split the sea and revealed the dry ground the Israelites would not have moved, they would not have been saved from their pursuers. If, some 1338 years later, after Messiah had Himself executed for our eternal benefit, and we would not have accepted that fact and His subsequent resurrection, we would not have been saved. That clearly shows that we are expected to do our part in our salvation. We are reminded of that by Saul in Philipians 2: 12, “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;” We cannot expect hatzalah, in which HaShem would be the lone actor in the process of our redemption and we would idly stand by and do nothing. Like the Israelites crossed to the other side of the sea, we must do our part to bring about a new relationship between ourselves and the True Yeshuah. Only then will we be able to see the great work Messiah has done in our personal Egypt, as we make this Y’shua our Lord and Master. This is our second birth as we crossed over from our spiritually dormant state to the new life in Messiah. Amen! 
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